bis three daughters.

He lit me downe, and read vntill ihe come.

Putt out a books and Jit downe.                         1440

Per. Sheele not be long, I warrant you, my Lord:
But fay3 a, couple of thefe they call good fellowes,
Should ftep out of a hedge, and fet vpon v$5
We were in good cafe for to anfwere them.

JLeir. 'Twere not for YS to ftand vpon our hands.
Per. I feare, we fcant fliould ftand vpon our legs.
But how fhould we do to defend our felues ?

JLeir. Euen pray to God, to blefle vs fro their hands:
For feruent prayer much ill hap withftands.

Per. He fit and pray with you for company;                      1450

Yet was I ne're fo heauy in my life.

Thy fall hth afleepe.
Enter the Mejfenger or murtherer with two   <*

daggers in bis hands,

Me/f. Were it not a mad left, if two or three of my profefsio
fhould meet me, and lay me downe in a ditch, and play robbe
thiefe with me,& perforce take my gold away from me, whileft
I act this ftratagem, and by this meanes the gray beards Ihould
efcape? Fayth, when I were at liberty againe, I would make no
more to do, but go to the next tree, and there hang my felfe* 14^0

See them andftart.

But ftay, me thinks, my youthes are here already,
And with pure zeale haue prayed themfelues afleepe.
I thinke, they know to what intent they came5
And are prouided for another world.

He takes their fookes awaf.

Now could I ftab them brauely, while they fleepe^
And in a maner put them to no payne;
And doing fb, I fhewed them mighty friendfhip:
For feare of death is worfe then death it felfe.                        1470

But that my fweet Queene wilTd me for to fhew
This letter to them, ere I did the deed.             >

Mafle, they begin to flirre: ile ftand afide;
So fhall I come vpon them vnawares.

"~               They wake and rife,

Leir* 1 maruell^ that my daughter ftayes fb long.

F                     Per. I